A Word from Pastor Tim … The series I preached called “How to Discern the Will of God” is the result of all my mentors and teachers in the past 38 years. Greta men of God like the late Dr. Jerry Falwell, Dr. Ed Hinsen, Dr Sumner Wemp, Dr Harold Wilmington, the late  Dr Adrian Rogers and many others.
August 24, 2011

7:00 Wednesday Worship

How to Discern the Will of God – Part I
Proverbs 3:6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.

Let’s look at SIX myths of the mind concerning the WILL of GOD
(Hopefully I can destroy that Satan loves to place in our minds!)

1. God will give us a road map …

· God does not give anyone a road map for His will for their lives.
· If He did, it would be rather boring, and it would take the romance out of it.
· It is not a road map, but rather a relationship.
· God is not going to tell you where you and I will be 5 years from now – ten years from now … but this He will do and that is be consistent with all who believe.
· Remember how He led the children of Israel out of the Wilderness?
· A pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night.
· They didn’t need to know where they were going.
· All they had to do is ask, “Can I see the pillar of cloud; can I see that pillar of fire?
· And guess what?
· That’s exactly what you and I need to know; do I have His presence, His conscious presence, with me?
2. It will be painful …

· God is not some kind of “celestial killjoy!”

· If you say to the Lord I will do anything You want me to do – anywhere, anytime, any place, any cost – doesn’t mean you are going to end up as a missionary in the deepest part of Africa; or maybe eaten by cannibals or something like that.
· Some people are really afraid of God … they are really afraid to surrender to the Lord.

· Listen, God is a loving God, and God wants for us what we would want for ourselves – peace, joy & happiness that is real.

· He wants each one of us to be fulfilled in life!
3. It’s for “those that are called” …
· Some truly believe that the only ones that will Know the will of God are missionaries and preachers and that God does not call ordinary people.

· God has a plan for the evangelist – the secretary – the Bible teacher – the banker – the preacher – the police officer – school teacher – the plumber and the list goes on.

· When you were saved God called you then to be set apart for ministry in His church.

· We all need to report for duty – for we have a plan - a purpose - a goal - a job to complete.

4. It’s a dramatic experience …

· Some would have you think you have to see a special sign – a vision if you will.

· I think of the corn farmer who was in the field and looked up in the sky to read letters formed by the clouds – PC. “Oh”, he said, “It is a message from God … PREACH CHRIST!” The old farmer attended church every time the doors were opened for three months and time and time again he told the story of the clouds and how they told him to “PC” =  “Preach Christ!”. That Sunday, the preacher was sick and the deacons called on the farmer to come and preach that Sunday morning and that Sunday night. Come Wednesday the deacons of the church met with the preacher and asked him to tell them what happen out their in the corn field one more time, The farmer with excitement told them the same thing as he had many times before. One of the deacons raised his hand and said, “Brothers I have heard enough – we’ve allowed him to preach Sunday morning and Sunday night and I’m convinced that the farmer has translated the clouds incorrectly.” “What do you mean”, the farmer asked. The deacon quickly replied, “I believe that the PC you saw did not mean PREACH CHRIST … it meant to PLOW CORN!”
· While God may speak to you in a miracle, generally He does not.

· In I Kings 19 we have Elijah running from Jezebel who wanted to have his head – Elijah is discourage I believe because he is the only preacher left and now he is seeking a sign … And the Lord directs the paths of Elijah …: 11 Then He said, “Go out, and stand on the mountain before the LORD.” And behold, the LORD passed by, and a great and strong wind tore into the mountains and broke the rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake; 12 and after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a still small voice.  13 So it was, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood in the entrance of the cave. Suddenly a voice came to him, and said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14 And he said, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God of hosts; because the children of Israel have forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your altars, and killed Your prophets with the sword. I alone am left; and they seek to take my life.” 15 Then the LORD said to him: “Go, return on your way to the Wilderness of Damascus; and when you arrive, anoint Hazael as king over Syria. 16 Also you shall anoint Jehu the son of Nimshi as king over Israel. And Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel Meholah you shall anoint as prophet in your place. 17 It shall be that whoever escapes the sword of Hazael, Jehu will kill; and whoever escapes the sword of Jehu, Elisha will kill. 18 Yet I have reserved seven thousand in Israel, all whose knees have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.”

· Many believers today want to be “Earth-Quakers” rather than “Quakers.”

· They want cyclones – they want forest fires – they want an earthquake – why? They think that is the way they will get to know God’s will.
· This week in Our Daily Bread – Monday 8/22/2011 – Proverbs 4: 18 But the path of the just is like the shining sun, that shines ever brighter unto the perfect day.

· First it’s dark – then its gray dawn – then you see colors and shadows – and after a while it’s high noon – and soon you know God’s will.
5. If you miss it – it’s over ….

· Some may say, “When I was young God wanted me to do this and I didn’t and now I’m too old.”
· It’s too late!
· It may be true you missed out on the original plan that God had for you but before you bury yourself alive look at Joel 2:   25 “ So I will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has eaten,”

· If you feel you have wasted some years allow God to give you a fresh start!

· It’s never to late to start again.

· It’s nothing wrong in fallen on your face, just don’t continue to stay laying on your face …. Anyone can roll over!
6. It’s a mystery hunt …

· Some treat God’s will for their lives like an Easter Egg Hunt.

· That’s like telling your children that you have something marvelous for them if they will do what it takes and then you say its yours but I cannot tell you what to do or where to look – you have to figure it out.

· God wants you to know!!!!!
How to Discern the Will of God 

Part II (preached August 31, 2011)
Review …

What were some of the myths about the will of God I went over with you last week?

The will of God is not a road map … it is a relationship!
Tonight, let’s look at the first principle of three I will cover in our series “Discerning the Will of God.”

1. The principle of His Guidance that is PROMISED to those who are 
     saved.

Turn with me to Acts 9:1 Then Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 2 and asked letters from him to the synagogues of Damascus, so that if he found any who were of the Way, whether men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 As he journeyed he came near Damascus, and suddenly a light shone around him from heaven. 4 Then he fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” 5 And he said, “Who are You, Lord?” Then the Lord said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. It is hard for you to kick against the goads.” 6 So he, trembling and astonished, said, “Lord, what do You want me to do?” Then the Lord said to him, “Arise and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.”
· Is that advice for you and I today? YES
· Ephesians 2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared (ordained KJ) beforehand that we should walk in them.
· God has a plan ordained for us, before it ever comes to pass.
· Psalm 37: 23 The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD, and He delights in his way.
· Psalm 32: 8 I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will guide you with My eye.
· What does that mean? It’s like if you are misbehaving in church and I give you the evil eye.
· Men, it’s like when you are talking with friends and you start talking and your wife looks at you and you know you better not go there!
· Proverbs 3: 6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.
· This is the reason I teach over and over that being filled with the Holy Spirit is not putting gas in your tank but a driver behind the wheel.”
· I can have lessons after lessons on “How To’s” but until you learn the truth that God wants first an intimate relationship with you one on one first (vertical) , then you move to relationships horizontal – friends that will be spiritual partners in the faith with you.
· Just think, we have a heavenly Father that is controlling all things.
· We have a Savior beside us directing our footsteps,
· We have the Holy Spirit within us, energizing us and impressing our heart, our mind, and our will.
Now with all that said about God’s guidance and God’s will being

promised … let’s look at three important things about God’s will:

1. God’s Prevailing Will …  A SPECIAL PLAN!
     His Sovereign will – sovereign = highest in rank, supreme – when you say a country 
      is sovereign , you mean it is not dependent on other nations = God is sovereign and  

      His way is the way – Jesus. 
· Not a blade of grass moves without His controlling power; not a raindrop falls but what He is over it all.
· Proverbs 19: 21 There are many plans in a man’s heart, nevertheless the Lord’s counsel—that will stand.
2. God’s permissive Will  … (His general will)  A SPECIFIC PLAN!
· For example: II Peter 3: 9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.
I Thessalonians 4: 3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you should abstain from sexual immorality; 4 that each of you should know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, 5 not in passion of lust, like the Gentiles who do not know God; 6 that no one should take advantage of and defraud his brother in this matter, because the Lord is the avenger of all such, as we also forewarned you and testified. 7 For God did not call us to uncleanness, but in holiness. 8 Therefore he who rejects this does not reject man, but God, who has also given us His Holy Spirit.
I Timothy 2: 8 I desire therefore that the men pray everywhere, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting; 9 in like manner also, that the women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with propriety and moderation, not with braided hair or gold or pearls or costly clothing, 10 but, which is proper for women professing godliness, with good works.

· God in His sovereignty has granted to man a free will that he may also disobey God.
· Deuteronomy 30: 11 “For this commandment which I command you today is not too mysterious for you, nor is it far off. 12 It is not in heaven, that you should say, ‘Who will ascend into heaven for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?’ 13 Nor is it beyond the sea, that you should say, ‘Who will go over the sea for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?’ 14 But the word is very near you, in your mouth and in your heart, that you may do it. 15 “See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil, 16 in that I command you today to love the LORD your God, to walk in His ways, and to keep His commandments, His statutes, and His judgments, that you may live and multiply; and the LORD your God will bless you in the land which you go to possess. 17 But if your heart turns away so that you do not hear, and are drawn away, and worship other gods and serve them, 18 I announce to you today that you shall surely perish; you shall not prolong your days in the land which you cross over the Jordan to go in and possess. 19 I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and your descendants may live; 20 that you may love the LORD your God, that you may obey His voice, and that you may cling to Him, for He is your life and the length of your days; and that you may dwell in the land which the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give them.”

· We today, just as the children of Israel roaming throughout the wilderness have the free will to do right or do wrong!

· Right or wrong … we have to face the music – we will have to live with the decisions we have made!

3. God’s Personal Will … for each one of us!   A PERSONAL PLAN!
· God has many plans as He has many people.

· God is interested in each individual.

· In fact, Matthew 10:30, “the very hairs of you head are all numbered.”

· Psalm 37:23, “The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord.”

Let me sum it up this way:

   First: It is God’s prevailing will that the kingdoms of this world will become the 
              kingdoms of our Lord and His Christ. That’s going to happen, hallelujah!

   Second: It was God’s permissive will that we make right choices. For example, 
             Christians are not to marry unbelievers, but sometimes, tragically, they do.

   Third: I believe it was God’s personal will that he allowed me to marry Patsy. We both 
             had been married previously – 13 years – both our partners departed their chosen  

             way – we both were raising two children – we both were serving in the singles 
             ministry at MWB and she needed and new set of cookware and I needed 
             someone who could cook. – So there it was! It happened! No the truth is God 

             knew we needed each other to accomplish His will in our lives.
God has a special plan – a specific plan –

and a personal plan for our lives!
He orders our steps and that in itself is amazing!

You are not an incident!

You are not an accident!

He knows your name!

How to Discern the Will of God 
Part III (preached on September 7, 2011)
Review

Principle # 1 – His Guidance is PROMISED to all who are saved!

   Let me sum it up this way …

there are three things you must know about God’s Will ..

   First: It is God’s prevailing will that the kingdoms of this world will become the 
             kingdoms of our Lord and His Christ. That’s going to happen, hallelujah!

· Proverbs 19: 21 There are many plans in a man’s heart, nevertheless the Lord’s counsel—that will stand.
· God has a SPECIAL Plan! His will is sovereign – second to none!
   Second: It was God’s permissive will that we make right choices. For example, 

                 Christians are not to marry unbelievers, but sometimes, tragically, they do.

· Right or wrong … we have to face the music – we will have to live with the decisions we have made!

· II Peter 3: 9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.  
· Some will chose to reject God’s salvation and in turn go to hell but that is not God’s will for their lives … he is a holy God who will honor the choices good or bad that we make!

   Third: I believe it is God’s personal will that he allowed everything to finally come out 
               in the wash.

· I believe it was God’s personal will for me to marry Patsy. We both had been 

            married previously – 13 years – both our partners departed their chosen way – we 
            both we raising two children – we both were serving in the singles ministry and 
            she needed and new set of cookware and I needed someone who could cook. – So 
            there it was! It happened! No the truth is God knew we needed each other to 

            accomplish His will in our lives.

· I believe it was God’s personal will that I helped out at a Presbyterian Church for a year and a half – why … if I had not PPCC would not be in existence … it was God’s personal will

Principal #2 – His guidance is provisional  … Acts 9

1. There must be a Willingness – 
· You must be willing to know the will of God.

· READ Acts 9:6, “Lord, what do You want me to do?”

· Are you really willing to do what it takes?

· If you are not willing – you want do it!

· Sometimes people want to build a house, and they already have in mind the kind of house they want,

· Maybe they have even drawn it on a piece of paper.

· They get an architect to design a house form scratch.

· What they are saying, “This is the kind of house I want, “This is what I want, now design it!”

· I’m afraid we come to God sometimes like this,

· WE say, Lord, here’s what I want for my life. Now God, You design a plan for my life.”

· What we are really doing is asking God to superimpose and conform His will to our will.

· There was a vagabond who traveled all over. He walked across one end of the country to the other. Somebody asked him, “How do you know which way to travel? He replied, “It doesn’t matter I just go!” And they asked, “What happens when you get to a fork in the road. “Well” he answered, “I just throw a stick in the air and which ever way it point I go. And sometimes I have to throw the stick in the air a number of times.”

· Sadly, in the Christian community, a lot are like that when it comes to the will of God in their lives.

· The question is, “Are you willing? Honestly ask yourself this question: “Do you really, sincerely, want the will of God?

· THERE MUST BE A WILLINGNESS!

2. There must be a presence of Meekness. 
· It must prevail before you can learn the will of God for your life.
· READ Acts 9:8 … it is obvious that this once proud and arrogant Pharisee was now meek in spirit.
· Psalm 25:9 “The meek will he guide.”
· Meek = a teachable and a broken spirit.
· Olden days – cowboys would take wild stallions and break them – they called  it “making him meek.”
· They didn’t cripple him – they wanted him strong – to have fire and speed.
· But they wanted to be able to put a saddle on him and bridle him.
· Has God ever been able to put a saddle and bridle you?
· Have you come to a place where you ask the Lord, what do You want me to do?
· Is Jesus Christ truly Lord?
· Are you meek and teachable?
· Many boys reach the age of 14, 15 and say they want to quit school.
· They always say, “I don’t need social studies or math – I don’t need that stuff!
· Guess what? If that is their attitude they are probably right -  they want be able to because he does not have a teachable spirit.
3. There must be an openness to see things from God’s perspective.
· Saul asked the Lord, “What do You want me to do? In other words, “I’m open.”

· He doesn’t say, “Now Lord, this is what I want to do; help me to do it.”

· He is just open to God’s voice.

· You see, God will speak, but you must hear His voice.

· Many times He speaks with a still, small voice, He doesn’t shout.

·  I Kings 19:11 Then He said, “Go out, and stand on the mountain before the LORD.” And behold, the LORD passed by, and a great and strong wind tore into the mountains and broke the rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake; 12 and after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a still small voice.

· When I read that portion of scripture it fortifies within me the importance of reporting to duty in the morning.

· Do you have a quiet time?

· Listen, if God speaks with a quiet voice, you have to have a quiet time to hear it.

· If you are around a lot of furor and hubbub and noise, and somebody s whispering, you’re not going to hear it.

· That’s the reason you need to have a quiet time to say, “Lord, what is it that You really want me to do?

· Our prayer needs to be listening prayer as well as talking prayer.

· Many times you may find yourself coming to the Lord and saying, “Listen Lord, Your servant speaks,” rather than, “Speak Lord, Your servant listens.”

4. There must be a Yieldedness

· Its not enough to know the will of God; its not enough to hear the will of God – You have to say, “Lord, I am ready to do your will.”

· Acts 9: 8 Then Saul arose from the ground, and when his eyes were opened he saw no one. But they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 9 And he was three days without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 10 Now there was a certain disciple at Damascus named Ananias; and to him the Lord said in a vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here I am, Lord.” 11 So the Lord said to him, “Arise and go to the street called Straight, and inquire at the house of Judas for one called Saul of Tarsus, for behold, he is praying. 12 And in a vision he has seen a man named Ananias coming in and putting his hand on him, so that he might receive his sight.” 13 Then Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much harm he has done to Your saints in Jerusalem. 14 And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on Your name.” 15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name before Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel. 16 For I will show him how many things he must suffer for My name’s sake.” 17 And Ananias went his way and entered the house; and laying his hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you came, has sent me that you may receive your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 Immediately there fell from his eyes something like scales, and he received his sight at once; and he arose and was baptized.

· In this episode we learn that God sent a messenger to Saul to instruct him. This man named Ananias learned from God that Saul was ac hosen vessel to spread the gospel. To read this story is to see this proud Pharisee, Saul, now yield to instructions from a little known disciple of Jesus.

· That is YIELDEDNESS!

If I met you at a service station with a car – a car that had four bald flat tires – a body with rust holes in all sides – cracked windshield and no back window – busted radiator – blown up engine – transmission shot with no steering wheel and I would tell you to feel it up, its yours … you would probably say what for?

We show up to God and have the audacity to say, “Show me the will for my life? And God says, “What for? If we are not willing to yield, why should God show you his will? If you are not teachable you are not going to be any use to God!!!!

Romans 12:  1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.
How to Discern the Will of God
 Part IV (preached September 14, 2011)
Proverbs 3:6 “In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall ﻿direct your paths. 

PRAY
This week was a great week in our Strength for the Journey Journal … Wed – Daily Bread was talking about the importance of staying focused – especially not forgetting where you came from.  Saul, being placed in the position of King (first king) over God’s people – Israel. In I Sam.we find Samuel (OT Preacher) laying it on Saul for His disobedience. When God says He wants something and He wants it done in a particular way, we have no right in bringing our will in the picture. It is always God’s will. Saul was instructed to annihilate the people known as the Amalek (He was to destroy everything – livestock – every thing off the face of the earth to drive a message to the other heathen nations). He didn’t! The people kept the best of the livestock and Saul took Agag their king as a prisoner. Samuel nailed Saul hard and Saul tried to make amends. Samuel said you have done it now – you have forgot what God has done and now their will be no fellowship with him. Saul pleaded on and finally Samuel put his arm around his neck and said OK we will work on it but bring me King Agag. So it was done. King Agag walked in and the first thing he did was start selling – Samuel lets let by-gone be by-gones  and Samuel took a sword and hacked him to pieces, Here we have an important truth :Don’t get the preacher stirred up by your consistent disobedience and lack of faith in God.” 
· When ambition (ego) arise, its always shortsighted if our focus is not first on God!

So as I was praying and seeking in God’s Word what way He would have me to go this morning and could not escape the importance in our lives to know how to discern God’s will for our lives.
· When all else fails and you are having one of those “me, myself, moments” where God is not in the picture … remember that God’s will is simply discerned each day of your life solely around an intimate relationship with the Lord.

· His Word in your heart will help you to pray as you ought and proper prayer allows you increased faith to see tings more clearly.
· Did not God say in James 1: ﻿5﻿ ﻿ ﻿If any of you lacks wisdom, ﻿ ﻿let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and ﻿ ﻿it will be given to him. ﻿6﻿ ﻿ ﻿But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. ﻿7﻿ For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; ﻿8﻿ he is ﻿ ﻿a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. 

· A two-headed snake is a monster – for it will eventually try to eat itself!!!
Acts 9:1 Then ﻿Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest  and asked ﻿letters from him to the synagogues of Damascus, so that if he found any who were of the Way, whether men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 
· Saul was a man who had a passionate mission to seek and annihilate the Christians!

· Saul asked with conviction – he had fire in his eyes – he was totally focused – committed fully!

9:3﻿ ﻿ ﻿As he journeyed he came near Damascus, and suddenly a light shone around him from heaven. ﻿4﻿ Then he fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, ﻿ ﻿why are you persecuting Me?”  5﻿ And he said, “Who are You, Lord?”  Then the Lord said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. ﻿It is hard for you to kick against the goads.”

· He was like a wild beast fighting the hot iron – not wanting to be tamed by the truth!

9:6﻿ So he, trembling and astonished, said, “Lord, what do You want me to do?” 

Here we have two imperative questions you and I must as did Saul of the Lord:
1. Lord, who are you?

2. Lord, what do You want me to do?
For the last three weeks or so on Wed, evenings I have shared with you two of three principles in discerning the Will of God for your life.

Principle 1. His Guidance is PRACTICAL to all who are saved in Christ Jesus!

· Each one of us in Christ are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. (Eph 2:10)

9:6﻿ Then the Lord said to him, “Arise and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.” 

· Each one of us God will direct in what we are to do!

· Ps. 32:8, “I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will guide you with My eye!”

· Proverbs 3:6 “In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall ﻿direct your paths. 

· You may think you got things planned but you are going to have a rude awakening!

· God is sovereign – he does not need us as much as we need Him!

· Not a blade of grass moves without His controlling power; not a raindrop falls but what He is over it all.

· It is true that God wants everyone saved but it is by His permissive will some will never turn to Him – not that He doesn’t want them too – they in their stubbornness and self exaltation they will never bend before Him to receive grace.

· One day every unbeliever will bend but not unto grace but unto everlasting damnation in a pace that was never originally created for them!

Principle 2. His guidance is PROVISIONAL to all who are saved in Christ Jesus.

9:7﻿ And ﻿ ﻿the men who journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice but seeing no one. ﻿8﻿ Then Saul arose from the ground, and when his eyes were opened he saw no one. But they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. ﻿9﻿ And he was three days without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 

· Notice Saul was willing – he was meek (he was teachable and he had a broken spirit”. 

9:10﻿ Now there was a certain disciple at Damascus ﻿named Ananias; and to him the Lord said in a vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here I am, Lord.” 11﻿ So the Lord said to him, “Arise and go to the street called Straight, and inquire at the house of Judas for one called Saul ﻿of Tarsus, for behold, he is praying. ﻿12﻿ And in a vision he has seen a man named Ananias coming in and putting his hand on him, so that he might receive his sight.” 13﻿ Then Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, ﻿how much ﻿harm he has done to Your saints in Jerusalem. ﻿14﻿ And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all ﻿who call on Your name.” 15﻿ But the Lord said to him, “Go, for ﻿he is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name before ﻿Gentiles, ﻿kings, and the ﻿ ﻿children ﻿of Israel. ﻿16﻿ For ﻿I will show him how many things he must suffer for My ﻿name’s sake.” 

17﻿ ﻿ ﻿And Ananias went his way and entered the house; and ﻿laying his hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord ﻿Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you came, has sent me that you may receive your sight and ﻿﻿be filled with the Holy Spirit.”18Immediately there fell from his eyes something like scales, and he received his sight at once; and he arose and was baptized. 19﻿ So when he had received food, he was strengthened. ﻿﻿Then Saul spent some days with the disciples at Damascus. 

· He was opened fully for he knew who had been revealed to him & he was totally yielded to doing God’s will as He directed.

Principle 3. His guidance is PRACTICLE to all who are in Christ Jesus.
9:20﻿ Immediately he preached ﻿the Christ in the synagogues, that He is the Son of God. 

21﻿ Then all who heard were amazed, and said, ﻿ ﻿“Is this not he who destroyed those who called on this name in Jerusalem, and has come here for that purpose, so that he might bring them bound to the chief priests?” 22﻿ But Saul increased all the more in strength, ﻿ ﻿and confounded the Jews who dwelt in Damascus, proving that this Jesus is the Christ. 

﻿23﻿ Now after many days were past, ﻿ ﻿the Jews plotted to kill him. ﻿24﻿ ﻿ ﻿But their plot became known to Saul. And they watched the gates day and night, to kill him. ﻿25﻿ Then the disciples took him by night and ﻿let him down through the wall in a large basket. 
· Discerning God’s Will is using “Good Ole Horse Sense!”
· Romans 12: 2﻿   I ﻿ ﻿beseech ﻿﻿you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies ﻿ ﻿a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your ﻿﻿reasonable service. ﻿2﻿ And ﻿do not be conformed to this world, but ﻿ ﻿be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may ﻿prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

· If God wants to transform your mind – it tells me he wants you to use it!
Let me give you three TRUTHS about God’s Will for your life!

1. It is for your welfare … 

           It is not something you have to do – it is something  you get to do!!!!
2. It will never take you where God  cannot enable & keep you …

           He will never leave you!

3. You are free to make your choice, and the choice chooses for you …

           Consequences follows the choice you choose!

So we can do as Saul did …

1. Lord, who are You?

2. Lord, what do You want me to do?

Proverbs 3:6 “In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.

