Introductory words from Pastor Tim …
The following messages were preached as a series entitled, “How to Pray with Power.” Thank God for all my mentors and teachers for sharing with me about the importance of prayer. The information is a result of what I have been taught and have experienced over the past 38 years.

How to Pray with Power
Part I – preached November 9, 2011

The year was 1981; I was working as a manager trainee for the Heileg –Meyers Furniture store located in Washington, North Carolina. I had resigned from K-Mart Corporation so that I could pastor a new church I had founded. This particular job was definitely a special time God allowed me to experience.
It was a typical first of the month Friday promotion and we were packed with people shopping. We had hired a young lady (18 yrs old), who was assigned to the carpet department. As I was over her responsibilities, I noticed she had a little red Gideon New Testament. She shared with me that she was saved two months prior and she could not get enough of the Word. She was spiritually hungry and her enthusiasm for the Lord was contagious. She had become an unexpected blessing to this young preacher (I was 27 years old).
As I have shared with you earlier, we were swamped with customers and it seemed each family had about three children each. Kids were running all over the store.

About three hours had passed when I noticed the young girl I had assigned to the carpet department was in tears. I walked over to her and asked, “What is wrong?” She replied as she sobbed, “I have lost my New Testament.” I immediately took her hand and we had prayer that God would show her where her Bible was. 

After we had prayed, I assured her that God would take care of the situation. I turned and walked to the back porch and what did I see. There on the loading dock was a little five year old boy holding in his hand her little red Gideon New Testament. As I walked over to the little boy, he looked at me and instantly handed me the Bible and said, “Somebody has lost this and I don’t know what to do with it.” I rubbed his bushy head of hair and reached in my pocket and gave him a dollar and said, “Son, God has rewarded your honesty today.” He then ran to his mom waving the dollar in the air shouting, “Mom, look what God has given me.”

I immediately went to the carpet department where I handed the young girl her lost treasure. She immediately turned on the tears again and gave me a hug as she said over and over, “Thank God, Thank God!”

Then I asked her if I could show her a promise in God’s Word and she said, “Please do!” I turned to Matthew 7:7,8 and had her to read it out loud. With her jubilant expression of her gratefulness to God, she boldly read, “Matthew 7: ﻿7﻿ ﻿ “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. ﻿8﻿ For ﻿everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.

I then had her to underline three words: Ask, Seek, Knock. After she underlined those words I asked her to use the first letter of each word and tell me what it spelled. With a smile that outshined the sun she said, “ASK.” I instructed her to read to me James 4:2 where we are told, “If you have not it is because you ask not.”

What a great opportunity the Lord afforded me to be a part of a teaching moment in the life of a young girl and boy … and at the same time, what a blessing it was to see God using an eighteen year old girl and a little five year old boy to be used in my life at a crucial time I personally needed His blessings in my life!

Let us pray … Father I come to you with thanksgiving and praise. Without you this preacher would be heading straight to hell. Thank you for your grace upon all of us this evening and may we be renewed and filled afresh with your presence within our lives. For I pray this for your glory in Jesus name. Amen!

Turn with me in God’s Word to Matthew chapter 6;

﻿
9﻿ In this ﻿ ﻿manner, therefore, pray: ﻿Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your ﻿name. 10 Your kingdom 

come. Your will be done on earth ﻿as it is in heaven. 11Give us this day our ﻿daily bread. 12 And ﻿ ﻿forgive us   

our debts, As we forgive our debtors. 13And do not lead us into temptation, But ﻿﻿deliver us from the evil      

one. ﻿For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 14﻿ ﻿ ﻿“For if you forgive men 
their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. ﻿15﻿ But ﻿﻿if you do not forgive men their 
trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.
As Christians we must realize that nothing lies beyond the reach
of prayer except that which lies outside the will of God.

The selected scripture we read in Matthew 6:9-13, will allow our Lord to show us how to pray.
· Notice, He did not say, “Pray this prayer.”
· He said, “In this manner, therefore pray.”

· I here this prayer recited by those who attend a funeral as the Pastor sincerely leads them in this prayer.

· I’m afraid many times it is repeated mindlessly.

· I say this, because many of these people who religiously recite this publicly may not even be Christians, and they have no real right to call God their Father.

· Also … Prayers are not meant to be said: they are meant to be prayed.

Just what is the difference? Think with me … just think if I came to your house and sit with you in the living room. You would not say to me, “Say a conversation.”

· Prayer is talking to God, not merely repeating words.

· The Lord’s Prayer is a guide to show us how to pray and pray with power!

Does this mean that it is wrong to recite the Lord’s Prayer word for word? NO
· Many times I wake up in the morning and before I get out of the bed I will say God morning Lord – thank you for another day to awake and serve you and I then will pray the Lord ’s Prayer out of my heart to our Great God using His words.

I am convinced that for many Christians the major failure in life is failing to learn to pray.

· Praying through is simply allowing the Word be true in your life because you cannot pray without approaching God confessed up and forgiven.

· Thank God for His promise in I John 1: ﻿9﻿ If we ﻿﻿confess our sins, He is ﻿﻿faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to ﻿﻿cleanse us from all unrighteousness. ﻿10﻿ If we say that we have not sinned, we ﻿ ﻿make Him a liar, and His word is not in us. 

· What fools we ate if we do not learn to pray!

Look with me at Matthew 6:9 which says, “9﻿ In this ﻿ ﻿manner, therefore, pray: ﻿Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your ﻿name.
· Who are the persons in this prayer?

· It is a child and a Father.

· Prayer is only for those who know God as their Father.

· It is important to allow the truth that real, powerful prayer – prayer that prevails – is for the children of God.

· Now, I know the world along with liberal minded religious people say that prayer is for everybody because all are God’s children.

· That is not Biblical and I believe is a lie that, tragically, many who knows God as their Savior have been deceived in believing.

· In John 8:44 Jesus stood firm in His address to the unsaved Pharisees, “You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do.”

Who are the true children of God?
· John 1: ﻿12﻿ But ﻿as many as received Him, to them He gave the ﻿﻿right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: ﻿13﻿ ﻿﻿who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

· So not everybody is a child of God – only believers.

· Mark this truth … there is no “universal fatherhood of God and “universal brotherhood of man”

· We may be brothers in our humanity, but spiritually we are not brothers until the new birth into the family of God has occurred.

· When you can say, “Father,” you’ll see how easy it is to pray.

· The way each of us should pray is simply to approach God as we did that moment we asked Him to save us.

· When you asked God to save you, did He save you?

· How do you know?
· Because Romans 8: ﻿16﻿ ﻿﻿The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,

· You don’t have to attempt to impress God … Why?
· Because He knows who you are .

· You pray to Him just like you have a conversation with a friend.

· Honestly, thankfully, reverently and with conversational words.

Why can we have conversation with God?

· He is your Father.

· Galatians 4: ﻿6﻿ And because you are sons, God has sent forth ﻿﻿the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying out, ﻿“Abba, Father!” ﻿7﻿ Therefore you are no longer a slave but a son, ﻿﻿and if a son, then an heir ﻿of God through Christ. 

· “Abba, Father” = DADDY

Why do some people think they have t pray through a priest or a saint?

· They have been deceived by Satan to think God is like the president and they only way you will be able to speak to the president is through your senator or congressman.

· For the believer, if God was like the president – he would be your father and you would have first hand availability to him.

You as a believer can go directly to God, your Father all by the faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.
Continue to Part II …..
How to pray with Power 

Part II (Preached 11/16/2011)
Matthew 6:9 In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. 10 Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven. 11 Give us this day our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors. 13 And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Last week we talked about the persons who are involved in this prayer … which are?

· The believer and The Father – “abba” Father = “daddy.”

· 9 In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name.

This is a model prayer that if repeated should come from the heart and not from the head.

· Head knowledge – spoken to be heard or recited to oneself to stimulate Goosebumps which means you instigated the feeling not God.

· Heart knowledge – spoken fro the heart – you pray in the spirit and God’s love consumes you with His assurance that all is well.

Tonight let’s move on to the purpose of prayer …

· Just what is the purpose of prayer?

· 10 Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

· Prayer has one purpose and one only – that God’s will be done.

Prayer is not an exercise where we bend God’s will and make it fit our will.

· It is not talking God into something that He ordinarily would not want to do.

· It is not maneuvering God.

· Prayer is seeking the will of God and following it.

· PRAYER is the way of getting God’s will done on earth.

Some say, “I don’t want the will of God if that it not what I want!

· If you are thinking this way, let me tell you that God wants for you what you would want for yourself if you had enough sense to want it.

· God’s will is best for you.

· God’s will is not something you have to do – it is something you GET to do.

Successful prayer is finding the will of God and getting in on it!

· You are not hemmed in by the will of God; you are freed up by the will of God.

Look in your Bibles to I John 5:14 Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 

· What are we told we must pray according to what?

· HIS WILL.

· But what is His will?

What do we know is God’s will?

· II Peter 3: 9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.
· Why do people die without Christ into darkness into everlasting torment?

· Look at I Thessalonians 4: 1 Finally then, brethren, we urge and exhort in the Lord Jesus that you should abound more and more, just as you received from us how you ought to walk and to please God; 2 for you know what commandments we gave you through the Lord Jesus.
3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you should abstain from sexual immorality; 4 that each of you should know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, 5 not in passion of lust, like the Gentiles who do not know God; 6 that no one should take advantage of and defraud his brother in this matter, because the Lord is the avenger of all such, as we also forewarned you and testified. 7 For God did not call us to uncleanness, but in holiness. 8 Therefore he who rejects this does not reject man, but God, who has also given us His Holy Spirit.

· God has saved us for sanctification.

· He wants us to know His will – who should I marry? – Where to go to college? – Should I seek another job or career? – Should I take that new position? Should I marry this girl – should I marry this boy?

· In all matters, if we seek the will of God, we will come to know the will of God.

How should we know the will of God?

· Jesus said in John 15: 7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.

· Abide means? “Lean on” – to look upon Jesus moment by moment. – to depend on Him!

· It means that we are to read the WORD of GOD daily, allowing it to move from the written pages into our hearts.

· By doing this, we allow the Holy Spirit to show us how to pray and what to pray.

· You know what you call that?

· Praying in the Spirit.

· JO Grooms – Mr. Worley were great prayer warriors – you know why? They didn’t wait to spend time in prayer over a meal or when called upon in a meeting – they spent hours each week on their knees – like James “Old camel knees.”

· If we would spend more time on our knees before the Almighty, we would have time to regurgitate our problem to others for hours on hours – we would be so busy praising God for allowing us to be apart of His will – our prayers would be fluttering around us like thousand of butterflies – we would be in awe of God’s presence.

Did you know the Holy Spirit is anxious to help teach us to pray?

·  Just think for a moment what is taking place when we pray – we pray to the Father, through the Son, and in the Spirit.

· That’s the reason I say often, if we surrender to the Spirit of God and abide in Christ, then His Word abides in us.

· When this occurs, we can pray for what ever we will because our will will be what God wills.

· When you are praying in the Spirit – you are thinking the thoughts of Christ after HIM.

Think on this … The prayer that gets to heaven is the that starts in heaven.

· Do you know what we do when we pray in the Spirit? – We just close the circuit.

· God lays something upon our hearts to pray for, we pray for it, and it goes right back to heaven

In closing … Prayer is the Holy Spirit finding a desire in the heart of the Father and then putting that desire into our hearts and then sending it back to heaven in the power of the cross.

· So what is the purpose of prayer? Your kingdom come. Your will be done.”

· The results – means more blessings for those who participate in prayer.

